Safeguarding Snapshot 5th October 2023

Among Us

This week’s safeguarding snapshot is a guide to Among Us; its uses and some real life risks for
parents and carers to be aware of.

Among Us is a social deception game which can be downloaded for free on Android and iOs, or to
purchase for use on a PC. It can be played with a group of between 4 and 10 players either online
by joining a game with strangers, or players can host or join games with friends.

Though Among Us is presented in a (mainly) sanitised visual style, any children’s game which
essentially foregrounds the concepts of deceit, betrayal and killing is always likely to cause some
concerns.
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A multiplayer ‘social deduction? game set in outer space, Among Us enjoyed a surge in popularity in 2020, and
has since maintained a dedicated fan-base (globally, around 60 million regular players each month) thanks
to its unique nature, simple premise and ease of access across numerous platforms. The game's on-screen
action revolves around danger, disguise and deception — and there are certain parallels to be drawn with
some of the real-life risks that parents and carers of young Among Us players need to be aware of.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

In Among Us, up to three
rluyu: are secretly as‘lgn.d

lien imposters, tasked
with murdering their colleagues
while the survivors try to unmesk
them. While the concept’s not far

removed from traditional games like

Wink Murder or TV shows such as
The Traitors, some parents may feel
uncomfortable about lholr chuld
pluyinq a video game i
deception and killing fare pnomls-c

VIRTUAL WOLENCE

The on-screen death of
characters muy be iundcmsntnl to
the gameplay of Among Us, but the
majority of the animations depicti
this are deliberately cartoonish an:
only q ur vvry brl . However, it is
worth bearing in hat the game
has a PEGI age mting of 7- meaning
<\ that certain elements (however
heavily stylised they may be) could
still upset some younger players.
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While Among Us provides basic

ways to communicate, mony

gamers prefer to use external

suwcos such as Discord: a popular
which offers voice and video

c at functions. TMS undmlably

make cooperation
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to hear inappropriate Iunguugo or
for strangers to messa.

Prl ately in an environment which
sn't regulated by the game itsell.

IN-GAME >
PURCHASES ‘9‘2”

Among Us fru to download on
mobile d and costs less lhun
£5 to obtain on 'console and PC. A
related longer-term pitfall, though,
is that the gome also includes
options to pay for upgrades such as
removing ads on the mobile version
or adding cosmetic touches to
characters (such as different
costumes). it's cmumly posslblo
that a child could s

significant sum wif out roons-ng it

PLAYERS

With ul}.‘) to 15 POOFIG purticlpaling
game online, a large tof
Among Us’ appealis spocu ing with
fellow gleuyvrs who the imposters
might aking accusations.
This dialogue through the in- qomo
text chat can occasionally bec:
could, of course, lnvo’vo
ing put into contact with
people ( cludm adults) who they
don't know in real life.
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» DISCUSS DISCORD

n ﬁoncml Discord ls an uc-lml app for keeping
comm: her because ov its use of
explaining gﬂrllculur that strangers 01 sovv-vs which
0 .

CONSIDER SOFTER ALTERNATIVES ..~\- CHAT ABOUT CHATTING

Although Among Us iz hugely popdlar with young You might feel it's prudent to talk to your child
gamers, s pozsible that some children might abcul the risks associated with voice chat while
the murder themes unsettling. I so, plent

similar social decuction games are avellabl Yln both
digital and traditional board game lormats) which
downpiay the potentially grisller elements: some

ntr nd undercover spies, for instance, and any o
fhere’s sven 6 Marvel superhoro-themed variant. Gny potential future issues as well.

AMONG US, AMONG FRIENDS ( @ . STOP SURPRISE SPENDING

onllno aren't ﬂlwuy. who they claim to be. Keeping 'r ensive control over who can yeln un who

the conversation relaxed will reinforce your child's can Once you're familiar with the platform,

conﬂooncu that lhoy cen ulwavs come to you with 4 could set up a secure server for your child an tholr

ot just about Among Us, but friends to communicate during dgumos of Among Us,
with no access for people they don’t know.

When your child and their friends get toget her, they can en| or If you're concerned about the possibility of your child

private game of Among Us by choosing a ‘local lobby ~ that is, onl racking up an .xp-ct-d bill on Among Us’ microtransaction
ople connected to the same WiFi (your home network, for examp

can enter. This pnvonls any random online u: who may be total

strangers - fro and removes the need for voice chat, as the

players are ull physlcul y in the same location.

you could cons ing a prepaid card with a set limit. Likew

could specify in (ho gnm- s options that adult authorisation

every purchase - or you could make sure that no payment methods are
enabled on the device that your child plcy' the game on.
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Users of this guide do 2o at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.10.2023




