23rd September 2020

Dear Parents/Carers
COVID-19: Useful summary
I am writing to provide parents and carers with a useful summary (attached) with relevant links
regarding COVID-19 symptoms and testing as well as information about the government’s contain
framework.
As parents and carers will be aware, schools have been dealing with confirmed positive COVID-19 tests
across the country since reopening at the beginning of the autumn term. I am aware that you will have
received and reviewed a large amount of correspondence and the attached summary outlines key
information in relation to COVID-19, in particular who needs to self-isolate and possible contexts that
could lead to a partial or full school closure. I am sure parents have already considered the
arrangements they will need to put into place for partial school closure and if their child has to
self-isolate because they have been in close contact with an individual with a confirmed case.
This summary should be read in conjunction with the school’s reopening plan (click here) and risk
assessments (click here), which were shared previously with parents and carers; these deal specifically
with the ten control measures specified by the Department for Education (DfE) (click here) for schools
to open safely in September 2020 by reducing the risk of transmission of COVID-19.
As previously mentioned, the reopening of schools, using the DfE’s ten control measures, is a
proportionate response, balancing our responsibility for students’ education with mitigating the
possible transmission of COVID-19. I trust the attached information succinctly provides parents and
carers with how schools will respond to symptoms and confirmed cases of COVID-19.
Please also note that if your child is asked to take a test for any reason they should remain at home until
they receive the outcome of the test. Once they have received the outcome of the test they should
follow the relevant guidance as set out in the summary attached.
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind parents and carers of the importance of not
speculating about who has a positive COVID-19 test, in particular on social media. It is imperative that
individuals report a confirmed test without any concerns about personal reprisals for themselves and/or
their family members; any speculation could lead to individuals not reporting a confirmed test which
would be detrimental to our local and national effort to reduce the transmission of COVID-19.

I would welcome feedback on the summary and I am therefore asking parents and carers to email
Mrs Foster at the school (afoster@vynersschool.org.uk) with any additional questions and this summary
will be updated if necessary.
Yours sincerely

Gary Mullings
Headteacher

Vanguard Learning Trust
COVID-19: Summary of school, individual and
household responses

Section 1: Symptoms
1.1 Individual
Any individual who becomes unwell and is displaying one or more of the symptoms of COVID-19 - a new,
continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or
smell (anosmia) - must be sent home if they are at school or remain at home (click here). If any individual
is unsure about their symptoms, they should contact NHS 111 (click here), which will provide the
necessary advice. Individuals with symptoms must:
 self-isolate for at least 10 days from when the symptoms started; and
 arrange to have a test to see if they have COVID-19 (click here).
1.2 Household members
The advice is to follow the guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection (click
here). All members of the family/household must self-isolate for 14 days. The first day is when the
person developed the symptoms (note Sections 1.4 and 2.2).
1.3 School community
Individuals in the school community who may have been in contact with the person with the symptoms
do not need to self-isolate until the test has been taken. Once the individual with symptoms has their
test result, the school will take action in accordance with the guidance for a positive test as outlined in
Section 2. It is worth noting that from the time an individual develops symptoms onsite, any member
of staff or student who is in close contact with them must wash their hands thoroughly for at least 20
seconds or use hand sanitiser. Site staff will immediately ensure the area that the individual has been
in contact with is cleaned in line with the school’s enhanced cleaning procedures.
1.4 Negative test
In the case of a negative test result, individuals can return to school only if they are well and no longer
have any of the symptoms (click here). This applies to members of their household.

Section 2: Positive COVID-19 case
2.1 Individual
If an individual tests positive, they must self-isolate for at least 10 days from the first day that they
displayed symptoms. They must follow the guidance for households (click here). After 10 days, they
can return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste
as these can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. If they still have a high temperature,
they must continue to self-isolate.

2.2 Household members
All other household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days; this period starts
from the day when the individual first displayed symptoms. If the individual did not have symptoms but
has tested positive, the period starts from the day their test was taken.
2.3 School community
The school will contact the dedicated advice service introduced by PHE and delivered by the NHS
Business Services Authority facilitated by the DfE. The advice service will carry out a rapid risk
assessment as part of the NHS Test and Trace process. As instructed by the advice service, schools will
fully comply with the advice, which may involve escalation to the local health protection team, and
individuals who have been in close contact will be instructed to self-isolate for 14 days; family members
do not need to self-isolate unless the individual having to self-isolate develops symptoms. The
definition of close contact is: direct close contacts: face-to-face contact with an infected individual for
any length of time, within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face-to-face conversation, or
unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin); proximity contacts: extended close contact (within 1 to 2
metres for more than 15 minutes) with an infected individual; and travelling in a small vehicle, like a car,
with an infected person. The school will use the PHE template letter to inform individuals and their
families if they have been in close contact and therefore have to self-isolate; a separate PHE template
letter will be sent to the rest of the school community informing them that there has been a confirmed
case and that some individuals have been instructed to self-isolate in line with PHE guidance.

Section 3: Several confirmed cases
3.1 Two or more confirmed cases
In the situation of two confirmed cases within 14 days, or an increase in number of individuals displaying
COVID-19 symptoms, the school will work with the local health protection team to agree precautionary
measures which may involve a large number of students self-isolating at home; this is likely to be by
year group bubbles. The actions to be taken will continue to be those outlined in Section 1 for symptoms
and Section 2 for confirmed COVID-19 cases. The main difference at this stage is the number of students
who will be asked to self-isolate as a preventative measure. If it is deemed that there is an outbreak in
the school, a mobile unit may be dispatched to test anyone with whom the individuals with a confirmed
case have been in contact, beyond those who have already been asked to self-isolate. This action would
need to be agreed by the local Director of Public Health. In summary, two or more confirmed cases or
an increase in suspected ones will lead to more students being asked to self-isolate and could lead to a
mobile testing unit if it is judged to be a school-based outbreak.

Section 4: Local restrictions, the contain framework
4.1 Four Tiers
The contain framework (click here) is guidance written by the Department of Health & Social Care in
order to provide information about the co-ordinated actions that will be taken by a number of local and
national partners, including educational providers, in the case of local and/or national restrictions.
Annex 3 in the document sets out the four tiers for educational settings; secondary schools have been
asked to prepare in advance for tier 2 (click here) which is outlined in 4.2. Table 1 contains a description
of the four tiers and the text in blue notes the pertinent changes at each tier as restrictions are
progressively increased. It is worth noting that there are no changes to the provision for primary schools

until tier 4 when all schools will be operating remotely for students’ learning except for key workers’
children and those identified as vulnerable. As outlined in the guidance, the reason for a different
approach with schools is the lower risk of transmission by primary-aged students particularly because
they have fewer contacts outside of school compared with those of a secondary age.
Table 1: The contain framework, Annex 3
Tier 1
The default position for areas in national government intervention is that education and childcare
settings will remain open. An area moving into national intervention with restrictions short of
education and childcare closure is described as ‘tier 1’. There are no changes to childcare and the only
difference in education settings is that where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face coverings
should be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such
as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. All
nurseries, childminders, schools, colleges and other educational establishments should remain open
and continue to allow all their children and young people to attend, on site, with no other restrictions
in place.
Tier 2
Early years settings, primary schools and alternative provision (AP) providers, special schools and
other specialist settings will continue to allow all children/pupils to attend on site. Secondary schools
move to a rota model, combining on-site provision with remote education. They continue to allow
full-time attendance on site to vulnerable children and young people and the children of critical
workers. All other pupils should not attend on site except for their rota time. Further education (FE)
providers should adopt similar principles with discretion to decide on a model that limits numbers on
site but works for each individual setting. In all areas of national government intervention, education
settings where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face coverings should be worn by adults and
pupils when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal
areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained.
Tier 3
Childcare, nurseries, primary schools, AP, special schools and other specialist settings will continue to
allow all children/pupils to attend on site. Secondary schools, FE colleges and other educational
establishments would allow full-time on-site provision only to vulnerable children, the children of
critical workers and selected year groups (to be identified by the Department for Education). Other
pupils should not attend on site. Remote education to be provided for all other pupils. In all areas of
national government intervention, education settings where pupils in year 7 and above are educated,
face coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, outside of
classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be
maintained.
Tier 4
All nurseries, childminders, mainstream schools, colleges and other educational establishments allow
full-time attendance on site only to our priority groups: vulnerable children and the children of critical
workers. All other pupils should not attend on site. AP, special schools and other specialist settings
will allow for full-time on-site attendance of all pupils. Remote education to be provided for all other
pupils. In all areas of national government intervention, education settings where pupils in year 7 and
above are educated, face coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the
premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing
cannot easily be maintained.

4.2 Tier 2
Secondary schools are currently making the necessary plans to decide the rota for tier 2 if this needs to
be applied. As noted in the guidance, the reason for the rota is to reduce the number of students on
site in order to reduce the likelihood of transmission particularly between different year groups due to
a reduced number of contacts. Based on the guidance, secondary school leaders are considering the
arrangements for the rota system which recommends 2 weeks onsite and 2 weeks working remotely;
schools can, however, consider weekly rotas, 1 week onsite and 1 week working remotely. Both
secondary school leaders are considering the best approach to the rota system and a document will be
shared with parents and carers shortly.
Section 5: Accuracy of guidance
It is important to note that as government guidance changes, this information is accurate as of
Friday 18th September 2020 and is subject to change. The links will always be updated by government
departments and therefore these should always be referred to.

