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• Career and Further Education Choices (university and apprenticeships)

• UCAS Application Process

• Personal statements

• Student Finance

• What to do now? 

Aims of this session



• Higher Education

• Apprenticeships and traineeships

• Studying Abroad

• Gap Year

• Getting a Job

Choices Available

www.ucas.com/alternatives



Why higher education?
Opportunities while studying:

• chance to study a subject they are passionate about

• achieve a qualification that could lead to their chosen career

• gain confidence, independence, and important life skills that will 
widen their prospects

• make lifelong friends

With a degree:

• the opportunity to follow their career path

• better job prospects

• many employers target graduates

• higher earning potential



Do you know what job/career you want to do?

“I don’t yet know what kind of job I want after 

university…”

“I know what kind of job I want after 

university”

For 70% of graduate jobs, it doesn’t matter what

degree subject you study at university

• Choose a subject you will enjoy and do well in

• Try for the best university you can get into

• Start researching your career options as early 

as possible

• Make sure you get plenty of work experience 

whilst at university

• Do as many co-curricular activities as you can

• Prepare thoroughly for employer’s applications 

and selection processes

• Study a specific degree subject which 

prepares you for a particular profession, 

occupation or career area

• Aim for one of the best courses available in 

your chosen subject

• Consider the reputation of the university with 

graduate employees in your chosen field

• Check if the courses you are considering have 

a good employment record

• Do not assume that the number of places 

available on a specialist course will match the 

number of jobs available in that specialism



• Pursue your interests

• Consider:

• New subjects

• Vocational degrees

• Joint Honours degrees

• Foundation degrees

• Length of degrees

• Sponsored degrees (businesses, Army, Navy…)

How to choose the perfect course?



• Home or away?

• Rural or urban?

• Large or small?

• Campus/one site?

• New or old?

• Study abroad?

• League Tables?

Where to study?



• What are the course options?

• How is the course assessed?

• How is the course taught?

• Work placement?

• What sort of jobs do they go on to do?

Useful questions to consider…



Narrowing down the search…



Narrowing down the search…



Narrowing down the search…



The Application Process









Tutor References

• Realistic summary of the applicants likely achievements

• A comment on their suitability for the course for which they have applied

• Subject reports, tutor reports used

• Final draft checked

• NAB and Sixth Form Team to check form, add reference and grades

• School sends application to UCAS



Tracking applications
Track will allow your son or daughter to:

• follow the progress of their application online

• see their choices and personal information

• see their offers

• reply to offers online



Decisions and replies
Provider decisions:
• unsuccessful
• unconditional offer
• conditional offer – qualifications and achievements and/or 

UCAS Tariff points

Once all decisions are received, they can hold up to two offers:
• one as their firm choice
• one as their insurance choice (if they want to)
• all other offers are declined 

Track will show their reply date.



Other options
Extra (24 Feb – 4 July)

If all five choices have been used and they have no 
offers/rejected all offers.

Clearing (from early July)

If there are no offers, or have applied after 30 June 
deadline.

Adjustment (from A level results day)

If they’ve gained better results than the conditional offer 
they hold, they could apply for a different course or 
university. 



Registering with UCAS

• Students have received 

instructions on how to 

register with UCAS

• We encourage all 

students to register with 

UCAS

• Buzzword -

VynersSixthForm



Deadlines and Important Dates

All students should be drafting Personal Statements over the Summer break – send to tutors 

Tutors will not write references without a personal statement

Keep communication open about your application – a lack of communication/missed deadlines will cause delays

First day for receipt of applications 5 September 2018

UCAS Medicine/Oxbridge Deadline 15 October 2018

Vyners Internal Medicine/Oxbridge Deadline 26 September 2018 

UCAS Deadline for applications 15 January 2019

Vyners Internal Deadline for applications 5 November 2018 (to meet the January deadline)



Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science

• Earlier deadline – 15th October (internal deadline late September 26/09/18)

• Make the school and teachers aware

• Entrance exams - https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/admissions-tests

• Interviews

• Intensive and challenging

• Additional guidance

• Lumina Course

• Meeting - Monday 16th July in the Study Room

• Workshops and guidance – Workshop - Monday 17th Sept



Personal Statements





The Personal Statement gives you an opportunity:

1) To tell the universities and colleges why they 

should choose you

2) To tell universities and colleges about your 
suitability for the course(s) that you hope to 
study. 

3) To demonstrate your enthusiasm and 
commitment, and above all, ensure that you 
stand out from the crowd

What is a Personal Statement?



• A formal application

• You have 4,000 characters (including spaces)
and 47 lines (no spell checking on UCAS)

• Write the statement in Word and then copy
and paste into your application later.

• 80% Academic & Super-curricular - 20% Extra-
curricular

What is a Personal Statement -
Logistics



• The Personal Statement helps to distinguish between applicants with similar academic 

profiles

• This is the only ‘personal’ information an admissions tutor will get from you (plus the 

reference from school) - You control the content!

• Most courses do not interview

• A chance for you to impress and differentiate yourself from others

Why do you need to write a Personal Statement?









1. Why you are applying for the course you have 

chosen:

• Why does the subject interest you?

• Include evidence that you understand what is 

required to study the course

• What got you interested in the subject?

• What have you learnt about the subject?

• Any activities which demonstrate your interest in 

the course(s)

Two of the most important things to include are...



2.    Why you are suitable for the course:

• Which skills and experiences do you have that 

will help you succeed on the course?

• What have you done to develop your knowledge 

of the subject?

• What evidence is there that you have read, 

studied, gained experiences outside the confines 

of your A Level courses?  

Two of the most important things to include are...



• UCAS uses similarity and plagiarism software and universities will 

be told if students copy anything from another source (eg. 

Internet resources, friends’ statements, people already at 

university)

• Personal Statements are used to form the basis of interviews – so 

don’t say you’ve read a book when you’ve just read a chapter.

• ‘If you didn’t do it, read it or see it, don’t claim it!’

Plagiarism, lies or exaggeration



• Have they chosen the right subject for the right reasons?

• Can they survive at university level - are they mature enough?

• Do they have a range of interests and aptitudes?

• Does the Personal Statement confirm their depth of interest in the subject?

• What has the candidate studied independently?

What are the Admissions Tutors thinking?



• Academic Clubs or Societies - involvement

• Attending museums, festivals, events, exhibitions, debates - passion and interest

• Reading current literature - up to date

• Listening/watching debates on current issues – engaged with current issues

• Work Experience choices – experiences relevant to the course

• Experiences they’ve sought themselves - initiative & self-reliance

Evidencing Subject Interest...





ABC Rule

Activity: What have you done?

Benefit: What skills have you gained?

Course: How will this prepare you for the course?



What you should not do What you should do

● Waffle

● Go mad with a thesaurus 

● Be trivial

● Exaggerate or lie

● Write lists

● Put everything in

● Plagiarise

● Strong opening paragraph

● 80% academic, 20% 

extracurricular

● Honest and genuine

● Draft, re-draft and proof-read

● Be analytical and reflective rather 

than merely descriptive 



1. How impressive is your opening sentence/paragraph?

2. Have you made a convincing case of why you have chosen the course?

3. Do you have evidence to show that they have researched what the course entails?

4. Do you have evidence of wider reading in th4e subject?

5. Do you have evidence of skills picked up in your A-Levels/BTEC?

6. Do you have evidence of skills gained from an out-of-school activity?

7. Have you suggested what you might do after university?

8. Have you avoided using too long sentences?

9. Are you guilty of using any bland generalities (eg. I love history)

10. Is the ending a positive affirmation of what you can bring or contribute to the university 

community?

Checklist 



• Admissions tutors want to see a person – not just the application!

• Based on the statement, would they want to meet you?

• Avoid just giving a list of activities you have done or a list of personal qualities – is it all 

relevant? How does it link to your chosen course?

• You will go through many drafts - get your tutor/friend/parent to read through it  -

check that it makes sense and flows and that you are selling yourself 

Key Points to consider…



Student Finance



• https://www.gov.uk/student-finance

• https://www.gov.uk/travel-grants-students-

england/what-youll-get

• https://www.gov.uk/nhs-bursaries

Some useful Student Finance Websites

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/travel-grants-students-england/what-youll-get
https://www.gov.uk/nhs-bursaries


Tuition Fee Loans



Maintenance Loan for living costs

The loan is paid directly to your bank account at the start of each term. You have to pay 
the loan back.

https://www.gov.uk/student-

finance-calculator



Apprenticeships



Apprenticeships advice
UCAS has launched apprenticeships advice to help students make 
informed decisions about their post-16 and post-18 opportunities.

Find out about:
• the different types of apprenticeships
• how to find and apply for apprenticeships
• preparing for the application and interview process

With the predicted growth of higher and degree Apprenticeships 
you’ll also find a dedicated degree and professional apprenticeships 
section on ucas.com which profiles current programmes in more 
detail. 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/apprenticeships-uk
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/apprenticeships-uk/degree-and-professional-apprenticeships


Apprenticeships

• Work while you study – an apprenticeship is a way to gain the skills, knowledge and 
experience you need to get into many careers. They combine work, training, and 
study, letting you 'earn while you learn'.

• There are many different apprenticeships available across a wide range of industries, 
and for a wide variety of job roles. 

• There are no student fees – your training costs are funded by the government and 
your employer.

• It’s an ideal option if you have a clear idea of the career path you want to follow, 
providing you with practical, on-the-job training, and classroom-based instruction.



Degree Level Apprenticeships
• These are similar to higher apprenticeships, but differ in that they provide an 

opportunity to gain a full bachelor's degree.

• Degree apprenticeships combine working with studying part-time at a university. 
Apprentices are employed throughout the programme, and spend part of their time 
at university and the rest with their employer. This can be on a day-to-day basis or 
in blocks of time, depending on the programme and requirements of the employer.

• They can take between three to six years to complete, depending on the course 
level.

• Degree apprenticeships are still quite new, so there are a limited number 
of vacancies. It’s anticipated that the number of vacancies will grow over the next 
year or two.



Degree Level Apprenticeships
• These are similar to higher apprenticeships, but differ in that they provide an 

opportunity to gain a full bachelor's degree.

• Degree apprenticeships combine working with studying part-time at a university. 
Apprentices are employed throughout the programme, and spend part of their time 
at university and the rest with their employer. This can be on a day-to-day basis or 
in blocks of time, depending on the programme and requirements of the employer.

• They can take between three to six years to complete, depending on the course 
level.

• Degree apprenticeships are still quite new, so there are a limited number 
of vacancies. It’s anticipated that the number of vacancies will grow over the next 
year or two.



What should your 

son/daughter should be 

doing now?
• Research
• Extracurricular activities
• Work experience

• Go beyond the syllabus
• Focus on this year’s studies



How can you support them?

• Use the parents/guardians’ section of the UCAS website –
www.ucas.com/parents – and sign up for the newsletter.

• Use our parent information tool for advice, hints, and tips to help 
someone you care for through the application process.

• Offer to attend open days; you may have a different perspective.

• Don’t book family holidays at key times.

• Make sure they read everything carefully that is sent to them.

• Support your son/daughter’s management of their application.

http://www.ucas.com/parents
https://www.ucasdigital.com/widgets/parents_tool/index.html#/home


• This evening’s presentation slides

• Personal Statement guidance slides

• Example Personal Statements

• Instructions to register on UCAS

• UCAS Guide to apprenticeships

• University Open Day Checklist

• Super-curricular Enrichment Guide (University of Cambridge)

• UCAS Advice for Parents 

• Student Finance

Resources will be available on the School Website


